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I "ae' 
The U S .  Department of Enerw f ide~  

cordially invites the public 
to an 

AVAILABILITY SESSION 
on 

January 13 from 4 - 6 p.m. 
at its 

Niagara FaIIs Storage Site 
near Lewiston, N.Y. 

Ronald E. Kirk, the DOE site manager. will 
discuss DOE's work at the site and answer que's- 
tions. The site. once a part of the U.S. Army's Lake 
Ontario Ordinance Works, has been cleaned up 
under DOE's Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial 
Action Program. Contaminated material from the 
cleanup is stored in a waste containment structure 
on the site. 

The Niagara FaIIs Storage Site is located at 
1397 PIetcher Road. Lewiston, NY. For more 
information or for directions to the site, call 

ANONYMOUS: Tt'lo 
t-c~dionct lvo wtc~ tr \ t to 1ool;s 
l ikr n \/<L ,LODO. 
By Mary Wozn~ak 
\ /,ly/iJ (7 ( r l i z 1 , t l o  

TOLVV1'N OF LElVISTON - 'it 
could 5e mlstaken (or the sno!v 
bunnv hill at some local skl lodge. 

1 '+Vrong. 
/ The b19, snow-covered mound 
1 ,prawimg more than 10 acres dt ' rile Nidgara Falls Storage Slte m 

I1 Lenlston ~wntains ,lbout 255.000 
-ubic yaras of radloactlve waste 

I ,ind residues. They came from the 
Ianhdttan Project, which devel- 

oped the iirst dtomic bomb. Jnd 
rom uranlum ore processing. The 

urf was dumped there beqlnnlng 
1944. 
"We lovingly reherred to it ds 

' the pile' ." sald George Vannoose 
ot Lewiston, who came 'lerz In 

1 1982 from New Ylexlco to work 
I 1 f J1p i i~~ ,ee  'Pile'i6.1 

Arleen Kreusch. site administrative coordinator, 
at (7 16) 754-4442. 

Z What: Informat open I 
I 

house with the Department i 
of Energy. 1 

When: From 4 p.m. to 6 1 
I p.m. Thursday. 
/ Where: At the Niagara 

Fails Storage Site, 1397 I 1 Pletcher Road near Lutts 
/ Road. I 
/ a How to get there: 

! 

I 
Residents coming from I 
Lewiston shourd take the 
Ptetcher Road exit fmm the 
Robert Moses Parkway and 1 
turn right. Far residents 
coming f m  Youngstown, 
take the Pletcher Road exit 
and turn left. The site is 

I 
almost at the end of Pletcher 1 1 Road. 1 

I 3 For further information / 
1 or dirgctions: Call Arlene , ; Kreuscn at 754-4442. I 



$6- riagara jaiette, Wednesday, Januav 12, 1994 

a.l* 

I I Tae' hides 
Cont inlletljrom pnge 1-4 

on the site cleanup and ended up 
staying. 

The name has obviously stuck. 
"That's our pile," Art Cloum 

said at the Niagara Falls Storage 
S i t e ,  1397 P le tche r  Road,  near  
Lutts Road. Cloum is the full-time 
maintenance supervisor there, part 
of a crew of three people who take 
care of the site. 

Area residents can see "the pile" 
for themselves from 4 to 6 p.m. 
Thursday, when the Department of 
Energy ivill hold an informal open 
house at the site. There residents 
can ask questions of the site man- 
ager. Ronald E. Kirk. 

The session was prompted in part 
by Gazette stories that appeared 
Dec. 19 about the energy depart- 
ment's intent to go ahead with put- 
ting a final cap on the pile. The 
pile's formal name is the Interim 
Waste Containment Facility. 

The  Environmental Protection 
Agency, the state Department of 
Environmental Conservation and 
the state Health Department are all 
against the plan. They say the stan- 
dards in use at the site are not good 
enough to adequately contain some 
high-level radioactive residues. 

The energy department contends 
that putting a final cap on the site 
will keep the waste and residue 
safely contained for 200 to 1,000 
years. The other agencies want the 
stuff to be put where it will be safely 
contained for 10,000 years. But 
there is no such facility now avail- 
able. 

There is little else besides the 
pile to see on the 191-acre storage 
site, which is all that remains of the 

David McLain/Ntngara C;ci:rifr 

BIG JOB: Art Cioum, 
maintenance supervisor at the 
Niagara Falls Storage Site, 
stands near the hill that hides 
the nuclear waste. 

7,500-acre tract of land known as 
the former Lake Ontario Ordnance 
Works. The tract once housed a 
TNT factory for America's World 
War I1 effort. It was camouflaged to 
look like farm buildings. One - a 
four-story vacant s t ructure  with 
silos - remains. 

In fact, if you didn't know the site 
was there, you wouldn't know it 
was there. The entrance is marked 
only by a metal mailbox, bearing the 
site's numbered address, 1397, and 
the letters DOE - apt for a location 
that would prefer to be anonymous. 
The mailbox also has the name 
Bechtel on it, for Bechtel National 
Inc . ,  t h e  main c o n t r a c t o r  t h a t  
cleaned up the site. 

A long road leads through two 
fences with gates to a small office 
and garage space. The pile lies di- 

rectly behind it. 
"Basically, a lot of people don't 

even know we're here. (It's) kind of 
low key, " Cloum said. 

"We don't do it intentionally," 
said Kirk, the site manager, speak- 
ing by phone from energy depart- 
ment offices in Oak Ridge. Tenn. 
"Obviously we don't want to stir up 
the community. We don't , ,  think 
there's a hazard at the site. 

But the pile is a cause of concern 
for some area residents. The radio- 
active wastes and residues sit on a 
natural clay bed up t.o 20 feet thick. 
Clay walls have been built up the 
sides, keyed into the clay bed so 
there are no leaks, Kirk said. Es- 
sentially, it's Sike a clay box, Kirk 
said. 

The cap consists of a 3-foot layer 
of clay, 18 inches of topsoil and a 
turf cover. 

The energy department wants to 
put a final cap on the site that would 
consist of more clay, then a layer of 
sand and stone to allow for drain- 
age, then a layer of topsoil and 
grass, Kirk said. It would add about 
five feet to the current caD, he said. 

It was always the energy depart- 
ment's intention to leave the Lvaste 
at the site for the long term, a 
choice outlined in a Final Environ- 
mental Impact Statement on the site 
in April 1986. 

But the EPA objected because it 
said the impact statement did not 
present  sufficient information t o  
support the energy department's 
choice. 

So the energy -department as- 
sured the EPA that the option se- 
lected for the site would meet any 
appl icable  E P A  s t a n d a r d s  and 
guidance and would be "environ- 
mentally acceptable," according to 
a June 1993 letter from the EPA. 
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